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ANIMAL SPECIES OF SPECIAL CONCERN 


The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP) is inventorying the 
elements of natural diversity of Montana. The inventory includes 
plant species, animal species, and plant associations which are 
rare, endemic, disjunct, threatened, or endangered throughout 
their range or in Montana, vulnerable to extirpation from 
Montana, or in need of further research. 


The attached list of animal species of special concern in Montana 
represents the list which, with periodic revisions, directs the 
data acquisition by the MTNHP. It has been developed largely 
from information supplied by the Vertebrate Species of Special 
Interest or Concern (Flath 1984), Montana Bird Distribution 
(Skaar, et al. 1985), Fishes of Montana (Brown 1971), and from 
the scientific literature, personal contacts, museum specimens, 
and field research. This list is dynamic and will be periodically 
revised as new data become available to MTNHP. 


Written comments and suggestions are continually needed on this 
list, particularly regarding additions or deletions, specific 
locational information, and general comments for the improvement 
of the list. The data system (map; manual, and computer files) 
has been set up and initial data for many taxa have been entered3 
MTNHP will eventually be able to supply location information and 
status data for most of these taxa. 


Animal taxa are ranked by a standardized procedure used in 44 
other state heritage programs. They are ranked on the basis of 
their range-wide or global rarity, and on their rarity within 
each state, using the following ranking categories: 


GLOBAL 
RANK Definition 
Gi Critically imperiled Globally because of extreme 


rarity (3S or fewer occurrences, or very few remaining 
individuals), or because of some factor of its biolagy 
making it especially vulnerable to extinction. 
(Critically endangered throughout range). 


Ge 


G3 


G4 


GS 


GU 


GH 

GX 
STATE 
RANK 


S1 


Se 


$3 


S4 
835 


SU 


SH 


SX 


Imperiled globally because of rarity (& to 2@ occur 
rences) or because af other factors demonstrably 
making it very vulnerable toa extinction throughout 
its range. (Endangered throughout range). 


Fither very rare and lacal throughout its range or 
found locally (even abundant at some of its locations) 
in a restricted range, or because of other factors 
making it vulnerable tao extinction throughout its 
ranges in the range of 21 to 1@@ occurrences. 
(Threatened throughout range). 


Apparently secure globally, though it may be quite 
rare in parts of its range, especially at the 
periphery. 

Demonstrably secure globally, though it may be quite 
rare in parts of its range, especially at the 


periphery. 


Possibly in peril range-wide, but status uncertain; 
more information needed. 


Historically known; may be rediscovered. 

Believed ta be extinct throughout range; historical 
records only, continue search. 

Definition 


Critically imperiled in Montana because of extreme 
rarity (3S or fewer occurrences; or very few remaining 


individuals), or because of some factor of its 
biology making it especially vulnerable to extirpation 
from the state. (Critically endangered in state). 


Imperiled in Montana because of rarity (6 to 2@ occur 
rences),s or because of other factors demonstrably 
making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the 
state. (Endangered in state). 


Rare in Montana (on the order of 2@+ occurrences). 
(Threatened in state). 


Apparently secure in Montana. 
Demonstrably secure in Montana. 


Possibly in peril in Montana, but status uncertains 
more information needed. 


Historically known in Montana; may be rediscovered. 


Apparently extirpated from Montana. 


Other codes: 


Q Taxonomic questions or problems involved; more 
information needed. 


T Rank for a subspecific taxon (subspecies or variety)3 
appended ta the global rank for the full species. 


It should be emphasized that many of the global and state ranks 
are constantly being revised or completed; these updated rankings 
Will appear on revised lists as they become available. 


FED STATUS: The symbols in the Federal Status calumn denote the 
categories defined in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Natices 
of Review (1985). 


E Endangered 

uy Threatened 

P Proposed E or T 

C1 Notice of Review, Category 1 (substantial biological 
information on file to support the appropriateness of 
Proposing to list as endangered or threatened). 

Ge Notice of Review, Category 2 (current information 
indicates that Proposing to list as endangered or 
threatened is possibly appropriates but substantial 
biological information is not on file to support an 
immediate ruling). 

Cex Category 2, and the taxon is possibly extinct. 

3A Taxa for which the USFWS has persuasive evidence af 
extinction. 

3B Names that, on the basis of current taxonomic under 
standing, do not represent taxa meeting the Endangered 
Species Act’s definition of “species." 

3C Taxa that have proven to be more abundant or wide 


spread than was previously believed, and/or those 
that are not subject to any identifiable threat. 


STATE STATUS: These symbols give the state legal status of 
vertebrates as listed in the state of Montana statutes (1985). 


GA = Game Animal Management Status: 

GF = Game Fish 

FB = Fur Bearing Animal CS = Closed Season 

MB = Migratory Bird RH = Restricted Harvest 
UB = Upland Game Bird 

E = Endangered 

NG = Nongame Wildlife 

P = Protected Species 


U = Unprotected Species 
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ELCODE 


AAAAAGEOLG 


AAAADI2270 


AAAAF 02010 


ARABROLO10 


AAABRO10B0 


AAABHO1200 


ABNBAOLG30 


ABNFCOLG10 


ABNIBO2O30 


ABNIB15010 


ABNKC10010 


ABNKC120460 


NAME 
CONHONNANE 


DICAMPTODON ENSATUS 


PACIFIC GIANT SALAMANDER 


PLETHODON IDAHGENSIS 
COUER D'ALENE SALAMANDER 


TARICHA GRANULOSA 
ROUGHSKIN NEWT 


ASCAPHUS TRUE! 
TAILED FROG 


BUFO HENIOPHRYS 
CANADIAN TOAD 


RANA SYLVATICA 
WOOD FROG 


GAVIA IMMER 
COMMON LOON 


PELECANUS ERYTHRORHYNCHOS 
AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 


CYGNUS BUCCINATOR 
TRUMPETER SWAN 


HISTRIONICUS HISTRIONICUS 
HARLEQUIN DUCK 


HALTAEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS 
BALD EAGLE 


ACCIPITER COOPERTI 
COOPER’S HAWK 
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ELCODE NAME SR BR, FEDSTATUS © ESTEOS 


COHHONNAME {ee 
ABNECI2¢4. ACCIPITER GENTILIS $354 G4 N i) 


NORTHERN GOSHARK 


ABNEC19070 BUTEG SWAINSONI 54 64 Ce D 
SHAINSON’S HAWK 


ABNKC19120 RUTEG REGALIS $3 64 Ce D 
FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


ABNKC22010 AQUILA CHRYSAETOS 54 64 N D 
GOLDEN EAGLE 


ABNKDO6030 FALCO COLUMBARIUS 54 64 N D 
MERLIN 
ABNKDO5070 FALCO PEREGRINUS 51 63 LE A 


PEREGRINE FALCON 


ABNKDOS090 =FALCO BEXICANUS 54 65 N i) 
PRAIRIE FALCON 


ABNLC13033 PEDIOCETES PHASTANELLUS COLUMBIANUS 51 B4TU N A 
COLUMBIAN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 


ABHRKG1030 GRUS AKERICANA SH Gi LE A 
WHOOPING CRANE 


ABNNEO3070 CHARADRIUS MELODUS 51 62 LELT A 
PIPING PLOVER 


ABNNBG3100 CHARADRIUS MONTANUS 52 63 Ce C 
HOUNTAIN PLOVER 


ABNNFOS010 BARTRAMIA LONGICAUDA Su 65 N D 
UPLAND SANDPIPER 
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ELCODE 


ABNNFO70? » 


ABNSRO1020 


ABNSBO1030 


ABNSBO1040 


ABNSBOBO10 


ABNSBLGC1O 


ABNSBI2020 


ABNSB12040 


ABNSB13010 


ABNSB13010 


ABNSBIS020 


ABPRI15010 


NAME 
COMMONNAHE 


NUNENTUS AMERICANUS 
LONG-BILLED CURLEY 


OTUS FLAMHEOLUS 
FLAMMULATED OWL 


OTUS ASTO 
EASTERN SCREECH-OWL 


OTUS KENNICOTTII 
WESTERN SCREECH-OWL 


BLAUCIDIUN GNOMA 
NORTHERN PYGNY-OWL 


ATHENE CUNICULARIA 
BURROWING OWL 


STRIX VARIA 
BARRED OWL 


STRIX NEBULOSA 
BREAT GRAY OWL 


ASIG OTUS 
LONG-EARED OWL 


AEGOLIUS FUNEREUS 
BOREAL OWL 


AEGOLIUS ACADICUS 


NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL 


SIALIA SIALIS 
EASTERN BLUEBIRD 
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ELCODE 


ABPEI 15020 


ABPBY45010 


ABPBX94030 


ABPBY94040 


ABPBX94050 


ABPBK97020 


ABPBYAIOIG 


AFCAAQ1050 


AFCAAO2010 


AFCABO1010 


AFCBA01030 


AFCHA04037 
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NAME 5R 6R 
COMMONNAKE 

STALIA HEXICANA $4 63 
WESTERN BLUEBIRD 

5PIZA AHERICANA $1 64 
DICKCISSEL 

SPIZELLA PALLIDA 54 65 
CLAY-COLGRED SPARROW 

SPIZELLA BREWERI 54 65 
BREWER’S SPARROW 

SPIZELLA PUSILLA 54 65 
FIELD SPARROW 

AMPHISPI2A BELLI $2 65 
SAGE SPARROW 

DOLICHONYX ORYZIVORUS 54 65 
BOBOLINK 

ACIPENSER TRANSKOXTANUS 51 64 
WHITE STURGEON 

SCAPHIRHYNCHUS ALBUS Se 62? 
PALLID STURGEON 

POLYODON SPATHULA 53 64 
PADDLEF ISH 

LEPISOSTEUS PLATOSTOMUS 51 65 
SHORTNOSE GAR 

SALMO CLARKT BOUVIERI Se 63T2 


YELLOWSTONE CUTTHROAT TROUT 
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ELCODE 


AFCHAO4038 


AFCHA04040 


AFCHAQS(20 


AFCHAO7G11 


AFCJB17060 


AFCJBI7120 


AFCIBSPART 


AFCIB41040 


AFCICO4O10 


AFCLOO1010 


AFCOP02090 


AFCOPO2230 


NAHE 
CORHONNAME 


SeLM0 CLARKI LEWIS! 
WESTSLOPE CUTTHROAT TROUT 


SALNO GAIRDNERI 
RAINBOW TROUT (INLAND) 


SALVELINUS CONFLUENTUS 
BULL TROUT 


THYMALLUS ARCTICUS MONTANUS 
HONTANA ARCTIC GRAYLING 


HYBOPSIS GELIDA 
STURGEON CHUB 


HYBOPSIS MEEKI 
SICKLEFIN CHUB 


PHOXINUS EQS X PHOXINUS NEOGAEUS 
NORTHERN REDBELLY X FINESCALE DACE 


SEHOTILUS MARGARITA 
PEARL DACE 


CYCLEPTUS ELONGATUS 
BLUE SUCKER 


PERCOPSIS OMISCOMAYCUS 
TROUT-PERCH 


COTTUS CONFUSUS 
SHORTHEAD SCULPIN 


COTTUS RICEI 
SPOONHEAD SCULPIN 
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ELCODE 


AHABA01030 


AMABAG1130 


AMABAO1230 


AMABA1250 


AMACCOLG5O 


AMACCO1090 


AMACTO1120 


AHACCO7010 


AHACCO8019 


AHACCI0010 


AMAFBO2190 


AHAFBO6G20 


NAME 
COMMONNANE 


SOREX PREBLEI 
PREBLE’S SHREW 


SOREX NANUS 
DWARF SHREW 


SOREX MERRIAMI 
MERRIAN’S SHREW 


SOREX HOY! 
PYGHY SHREW 


MYOTIS KEENII 
KEEN’S MYOTIS 


MYOTIS THYSANODES 
FRINGED MYOTIS 


MYOTIS CALIFORNICUS 


CALIFORNIA MYOTIS 


EUDERMA MACULATUK 
SPOTTED BAT 


PLECOTUS TOWNSENDIT 
TOWNSEND'S BIG-EARED BAT 


ANTROZOUS PALLIDUS 


PALLID BAT 


TARTAS UMBRINUS 
UINTA CHIPMUNK 


CYNOMYS LEUCURUS 


WHITE-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG 
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ELCODE 


ANAFDO1070 


AMAFDOI120 


ARAFF17020 


AHAFHOLOLO 


AMAJAG1030 


AMAJA03030 


AMAJBO1021 


AMAIFO1020 


AMAJFO2046 


AMAJFO3010 


ABAIFOSO10 


AMAIFOS026 


NAHE 
COMMONNAME 


PEROGNATHUS PARVUS 
GREAT BASIN POCKET HOUSE 


PEROGNATHUS HISPIDUS 
HISPID POCKET MOUSE 


SYNAPTOMYS BOREALIS 
NORTHERN BOG LEMMING 


ZAPUS HUDSONIUS 
MEADOW JUMPING MOUSE 


CANIS LUPUS 
BRAY WOLF 


VULPES VELOX 
SWIFT FOX 


URSUS ARCTOS HORRIBILIS 
GRIZZLY BEAR 


MARTES PENNANTI 
FISHER 


HUSTELA NIGRIPES 
BLACK-FOOTED FERRET 


GULO GULO 
WOLVERINE 


SPILOGALE PUTORIUS 
EASTERN SPOTTED SKUNK 


SPILOGALE GRACILIS 
WESTERN SPOTTED SKUNK 
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ELCODE 


AMAJHG1060 


AMALCO4G11 


ARAABOIGIO 


ARAAGO 1030 


ARADBI7010 


ARADB23020 


TICOL47020 


TICOLSDG10 


TILEPI6040 


TIPLEGS010 


IITRIL9010 


THGASBS040 


NAHE 
COMMONNANE 


FELIS LYNX 
LYNX 


RANGIFER TARANDUS CARTROU 
WOODLAND CARIBQU 


CHELYDRA SERPENTINA 
SNAPPING TURTLE 


TRIONYX SPINIFERUS 
SPINY SOFTSHELL 


HETERODON NASICUS 
WESTERN HOGNOSE SNAKE 


OPHEODRYS VERNALIS 
SNGQTH GREEN SNAKE 


ZAITZEVA THERHAE 
WARN SPRING ZAITZEVAN RIFFLE BEETLE 


MICROCYLLOEPUS BROWN 
BROWN’S NICROCYLLOEPUS RIFFLE BEETLE 


SPEYERIA IDALIA 
REGAL FRITILLARY BUTTERFLY 


LEDNIA TURANA 
MELTWATER LEDNIAN STONEFLY 


RHYACOPHILA ALEXANDER] 
ALEXANDER’S RHYACOPHILAN CADDISFLY 


OREQHELIX CARINIFERA 
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ELCODE NAME 
CONNONNAME 


TNGASBSO9G =OREQHELT’ ELROD] 
ELROD’S SNAIL 
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